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however, who was willing to advance the sum on his signa-
ture, at five per cent, per month, the interest of one month
deducted from the total.
The first night we played, Croce and I won sixteen hun-
dred sequins between us, the next night Gilenspetz alone
lost two thousand sequins, and the Jew Mendex lost a thou-*
sand. Sunday was a day of rest, but Monday the bank won
four thousand sequins. On Tuesday, we all dined together,
and were just beginning to play, when a commissioner of
police came in, and told Croce he wished to say two words
to him alone. They went out together, and when Croce re-
turned he said, looking a little uncomfortable, that he had
received orders not to allow any more gambling in his
house. Madame fainted, the punters went off, and I, after
taking half the gold which was on the table, followed their
example.
Croce's principal crime in the eyes of the police, was that
he had kept the novices and mere amateurs of play to him-
self, and so prevented them from losing their money at the
foyer of the opera, where the bankers were generally Vene-
tian noblemen.